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         SALLY STEVENS, ALSO KNOWN AS MRS. SARAH BELL 

 
Sally Stevens seeking her sister Judy 

 
The Anglo-African Magazine was founded in 1859. Unlike other African American journals in New York City, the 
Anglo-African Magazine described itself as a literary and scientific magazine and only invited contributions from 
African Americans and Afro-diasporic writers. In 1860, the same publisher, Thomas Hamilton, introduced the 
Weekly Anglo-African. Publication of the Weekly Anglo-African was temporarily suspended in 1860, but 
Hamilton’s brother revived it in August 1861, and it ran until December 1865.  
 
Sally Stevens placed this short ad four months after the end of the Civil War. How Stevens arrived in New York 
and why she thought to place this ad in a newspaper published in New York remains unclear. However, the details 
included in this short ad indicate that Stevens was able to track her sister through at least one subsequent sale.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION WANTED of Judy Stevens, who was sold 

from Newberne, N.C., by her owner, J.C. Stevenson,     

to a man named Bangan, who sold her again. Her 

mother’s name was Syddy Stevens, and her sister’s 

name is Sally Stevens, who may be addressed at No, 6 

Clark st., New York City.      209-1t.     
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         SALLY STEVENS, ALSO KNOWN AS MRS. SARAH BELL 

Mrs. Sarah Bell searching for her sister Julia (also known as Judy) 
 
Mrs. Sarah Bell placed this ad in the Richmond Planet in 1898. Thirteen formerly enslaved people founded the 
Richmond Planet in 1882. Edmund Archer, the first African American graduate of Yale Law School, was the first 
editor. John Mitchell, Jr. served as the next editor for 45 years. Under his leadership, the Planet covered, local, 
national, and international news and devoted significant attention to issues such as segregation, the Ku Klux Klan’s 
continued domestic terrorism aimed at African Americans, lynching—becoming a significant voice for political, 
social, and economic change.  
 
Bell, formerly known as Sally Stevens, placed this ad thirty-three years after the first ad appeared in the Anglo-
African. The second ad contains much more information than the first, attesting to the family’s determination to 
claim freedom and the continued search for Judy. Although it is not known if Bell placed additional ads in the 
years between 1865 and 1898, it is clear that she never gave up the search for her sister.  

 
 
 

Do You Know Them? 

  

NEW HAVEN, CONN., May 6, ’98.               

I desire information on the where- 

abouts of one Julia, nick named Judy, 

daughter of Siddy Stevens and John     

(or Tim Stevens), born in New Berne, 

N.C. She was sold from that place     

about one or two years before the Civil 

War. Judy had a sister Sally who was 

bought from James C. Stevenson by    

her father, Tim Stevens of New Hav-   

en.  She in turn bought her mother,  

Siddy Stevens from James C. Steven-

son.  In the meantime Judy was sold       

to one John Banger a German baker of 

New Berne, who sold her to specula-  

tors and they carried farther south, 

nothing has been heard of her since.  

     All information thankfully received 

by her sister. 

      MRS. SARAH (SALLY) BELL,  

29 Eaton St., New Haven, Conn. 
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