
 

 

Source: The Christian Recorder (Philadelphia, PA), February 17, 1898. https://informationwanted.org/items/show/447 

         “PRESS” LOW  

“Press” Low looking for their mother Mary 
 
“Press” Low placed this ad in The Christian Recorder in 1898. Published by the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
Church, The Christian Recorder is the oldest continuously published African American newspaper in the United 
States. Although the AME church published the newspaper, much of its content focused on secular issues that 
affected the African American community.  
 
When Low describes being placed in a “jail,” they are referring to a slave jail where enslaved people were held 
until they could be sold. The subsequent sale of his mother does not make it clear whether Low was sold with her 
or separated from her. The use of quotation marks with some of the names suggests that their enslaver used 
these names rather than their given names.  

 

 
 

   Information wanted of my rela- 

tives. I was born in Newberry,        

S. C., on “Broad river.” My       

mother was named Mary and she 

belonged to one George Miller; 

Mother and two boys, “Ned” and 

“Press,” were put in jail in New- 

berry. Mother’s husband was 

named Bob Dawkins, and he got 

Mr. William Lowe to buy her out 

of jail. We then moved to Spar- 

tanburg district and from there to 

Georgia; this was about fifty years 

ago. Mother had a brother named 

Albert and when last heard from  

he was living near Greenville, S. 

C.; Mother’s sister had one son 

named "Ad." Information will       

be gladly received by “Press” Low, 

Marietta. Ga., care Rev. J. A. 

Lindsay. [Ministers in and near   

the above mentioned places please 

enquire. 
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