M SEEN ‘ CLARISSA REED

Clarissa Reed searching for her mother, stepfather, and siblings

Clarissa Reed placed this ad in the Southwestern Christian Advocate in 1883. The Methodist Episcopal Church
published the Southwestern Christian Advocate every week from 1877 to 1929. This African American newspaper
published thousands of “Lost Friends” ads between November 1879 and November 1896, as formerly enslaved
people tried to reconnect with their families and friends.

Reed’s ad details not only her family separation, but also her resistance.
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Source: Southwestern Christian Advocate (New Orleans, LA), September 13, 1883. https://informationwanted.org/items/show/2291
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