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         JENNIE CRAWFORD 

Jennie Crawford (formerly Jane Jones) seeking her relatives  
 
Jennie Crawford placed this ad in the Southwestern Christian Advocate in 1888. The Methodist Episcopal Church 
published the Southwestern Christian Advocate every week from 1877 to 1929. This African American newspaper 
published thousands of “Lost Friends” ads between November 1879 and November 1896, as formerly enslaved 
people tried to reconnect with their families and friends.  
 
In this ad, Crawford recalls being sold to a slave trader when she was thirteen years old. It is possible that she was 
sold to Robert Lumpkin who owned and operated one of the most notorious slave jails in Richmond, Virginia. 

 

 
 

       MR. EDITOR—I desire to inquire    

for my relative. I was born in        

Virginia, Hanover county, and be-

longed to Mary Randall Thornton.    

Her brother, Luschea Price, raised     

me. When I was thirteen years              

old I was sold to Ben Pollard to           

Mr. Lampkin in Richmond, Va. 

Lampkin was a Negro trader and           

he sold me to Mr. Hill, who brought   

me to Charleston, S.C. Since that     

time I have not heard from any of        

my relatives. My father’s name          

was Joe Jones, my mother’s Phoebe 

Jones, two sisters, Hennetta and    

Leacy Jones, two brothers John           

and Anderson Jones. Brother             

John was a preacher in the Baptist  

church. Two uncles, Sam and              

Ben Jones. My own name was           

Jane Jones, but I am married to      

Alfred Crawford, and go by the       

name of Jennie Crawford. Direct          

all information to Jennie Crawford, 

care of Rev. J.F. Cozier, Paster of        

M. E. Church, Montgomery, Tex. 
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