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         ROBERT HENDERSON 

Robert Henderson searching for his uncle Reuben Henderson 
 
Robert Henderson placed these two ads in The Christian Recorder in 1898 and 1899. Published by the African 
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, The Christian Recorder is the oldest continuously published African American 
newspaper in the United States. Although the AME church published the newspaper, much of its content focused 
on secular issues that affected the African American community.  
 
Robert Henderson placed two ads in The Christian Recorder on December 14, 1899. In the first ad he is searching 
for his uncle Reuben Henderson. In the second ad, he is searching for his nephew Andrew Smith. One of the 
important things about these two ads is that they show how forced separations through sale effected three 
generations of one family.  

 

 
 

Robert Henderson searching for his nephew Andrew Smith 

 

   Information wanted of my uncle, 

Reuben Henderson. He belonged   

to William Henderson, of Monroe 

co., Ala. He left here when the    

civil war closed with the Federal 

soldier. When last heard of he      

was in Richmond, Tex., and was 

married to a woman by the name    

of Ganro. His brother is known       

as Bob Henderson, and his mother 

mother's name was Martha. Pas- 

stors please read this from their 

pulpits.          Robert Henderson. 

   Information wanted of Andrew 

Smith. He was a native of Cum- 

berland county, N. C. When last 

hear from he was in Idaho, Cum- 

berland county, N, C., he is a 

nephew of mine. His uncle hear 

answered to the name of Lott 

Williams, and belonged to Will- 

iams.                Robert Henderson. 
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