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       LAZARUS HOLLAND 

Lazarus Holland looking his parents James and Kenna and several siblings 
 
Lazarus Holland placed this ad in The Christian Recorder in 1895. Published by the African Methodist Episcopal 
(AME) Church, The Christian Recorder is the oldest continuously published African American newspaper in the 
United States. Although the AME church published the newspaper, much of its content focused on secular issues 
that affected the African American community.  
 
Holland’s ad documents his resistance to enslavement. He self-emancipated by running away and joining the U.S. 
Army during the Civil War. The ad also reveals Holland’s westward migration, moving to Pueblo, Colorado at some 
point in the thirty years since the end of the war. When he left his family, they lived in Nansemond County, 
Virginia. 

 

 
 

 

INFORMATION WANTED. —    

Of my relatives. I was born in 

Nansemon County, Virginia, about 

three miles from Carsville, on a 

plantation owned by Henry Hol- 

land. My father and mother be- 

longed to him, and their names  

were James and Kenna, I had five 

sisters and three brothers. Brothers’ 

names were Lamb, Jonah and 

Nathan. Sisters’ names were Edie, 

Hester, Jane, Hannah and Matilda 

Holland. They all went by that 

name (Holland), when I left them.    

I ran off in March of 1862 and fol- 

lowed the Union Army until the 

surrender. I bid my father good-  

bye the morning that I left, and I 

have not heard of a living relative 

since. Any information concerning 

their whereabouts will be grate-

fully received.  

    LAZARUS HOLLAND.  

       P.O. Box 88, Pueblo, Colo. 
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